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Perplexity AI
From Search to Strategic Research Partner
2026 CIO Edition · StevenSinger.org/ai

Vendor: Perplexity AI Tier: Consumer / Pro / Enterprise
Pricing: Free | Pro $20/mo |
Enterprise Pro $40/user/mo

Context Window: Unlimited
search; Pro Search = 300+
sources

KEY CAPABILITIES

✦ Focus Mode: Academic, Writing, Wolfram, YouTube, Reddit ✦ Pro Search: 300+ sources, multi-step reasoning

✦ Collections: organize research threads by project/topic ✦ Pages: turn conversations into shareable reports

✦ Voice Mode: hands-free research while multitasking ✦ Every answer includes numbered citations — clickable

SHORTCUTS & COMMANDS

Shortcut / Command How To Use

New search / or Cmd+K to open new search from anywhere

Focus Mode Click focus icon before searching (Academic, Writing, etc.)

Pro Search Toggle 'Pro' before submitting for deep multi-step research

Create Collection Collections tab → New Collection → add threads

Create Page Any conversation → Share → Create Page

Export citations Page → Export → APA/MLA/Chicago format

Source filter Append 'site:.edu' or 'site:.gov' to filter sources

Follow-up chain Ask 3 related questions in sequence to build context

TOP USE CASES

M&A; due diligence: real-time news + financial data on targetsCompetitor intelligence: pricing, leadership, product changesRegulatory

landscape: FDA, SEC, USDA rulings with citationsTechnology vendor evaluation with current market dataBoard briefing preparation: 10 queries

→ structured reportRFP market research with cited, verifiable sources

STANDARD CHECKLIST

■ Focus Mode used for every specialized search ■ Collections created for active research projects

■ Pro Search enabled for strategic questions ■ Pages exported for client/board deliverables

■ Voice Mode tested for hands-free research ■ Source filter applied when accuracy critical

■ Citations verified before using in documents ■ Follow-up questions used to deepen research

PROMPT PATTERNS

Pattern Template / Example Best For

Compare 'Compare [A] vs [B] for [context]' Contrasting topics

Timeline 'Timeline of [topic] 2020–2026' Historical research

Deep Dive 'Explain [topic] for executives' + Follow-ups Complex topics

Source Filter 'Latest [topic] research site:.edu' Academic sources

Multi-Query Ask 3 related questions in sequence Building context

Governance Notes: Pro tier: no data used for training model · Enterprise Pro: SSO, admin controls, usage analytics, data isolation · Verify citations before

including in board materials — AI summaries can misattribute


