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Perplexity AI — ADVANCED POWER USER
From Search to Strategic Research Partner · For CIOs, IT Leaders, and Enterprise Power Users
2026 Edition · StevenSinger.org/ai · The Gold Standard CIO Resource

Vendor: Perplexity AI
Best For: Real-time research,

citations, competitive intelligence

Pricing: Free | Pro $20/mo |

Enterprise Pro $40/user/mo

Context Window: Unlimited search;

Pro Search = 300+ sources

■ ADVANCED POWER TIPS — CIO LEVEL

01. Pro Search is your primary mode for any strategic question — it synthesizes contradictory sources automatically

02. Collections function as persistent research projects: group M&A;, competitor, and market threads separately

03. Pages are board-ready deliverables: share with read/edit permissions, embed charts, export to PDF

04. Wolfram Focus Mode: computational problems, financial modeling, statistical analysis with exact answers

05. Academic Focus Mode: peer-reviewed sources only — use for technology capability validation

06. YouTube Focus Mode: summarize conference talks, product launches without watching 2-hour videos

07. Voice Mode + Pro Search = hands-free competitive intelligence during commute

08. Source filter (.edu, .gov) eliminates vendor-biased content for objective research

■ ALL SHORTCUTS & COMMANDS

Shortcut / Feature Exact Action or Command

New search / or Cmd+K to open new search from anywhere

Focus Mode Click focus icon before searching (Academic, Writing, etc.)

Pro Search Toggle 'Pro' before submitting for deep multi-step research

Create Collection Collections tab → New Collection → add threads

Create Page Any conversation → Share → Create Page

Export citations Page → Export → APA/MLA/Chicago format

Source filter Append 'site:.edu' or 'site:.gov' to filter sources

Follow-up chain Ask 3 related questions in sequence to build context

■ PROMPT ENGINEERING PATTERNS

Pattern Name Template / Exact Prompt Structure Optimal Use Case

Compare 'Compare [A] vs [B] for [context]' Contrasting topics

Timeline 'Timeline of [topic] 2020–2026' Historical research

Deep Dive 'Explain [topic] for executives' + Follow-ups Complex topics

Source Filter 'Latest [topic] research site:.edu' Academic sources

Multi-Query Ask 3 related questions in sequence Building context

■ ADVANCED POWER USER CHECKLIST — COMPLETE ALL 10 = TOP 1%

■ 1. Pro Search is default mode for all strategic queries ■ 2. 5+ Collections organized by project (M&A;, competitors, regulatory, etc.)

■ 3. Pages used as primary board briefing format ■ 4. Wolfram Focus used for quantitative/financial analysis

■ 5. Academic Focus used for technology validation ■ 6. YouTube Focus used to extract insights from industry talks

■ 7. Voice Mode + Pro Search integrated into daily commute workflow ■ 8. Citation export pipeline: Perplexity → APA/MLA → document

■ 9. Shared Collections with team for collaborative intelligence ■ 10. Cross-document comparison completed weekly for competitive

monitoring
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■ GOVERNANCE & COMPLIANCE FRAMEWORK

■ Pro tier: no data used for training model ■ Enterprise Pro: SSO, admin controls, usage analytics, data isolation

■ Verify citations before including in board materials — AI summaries can

misattribute

■ Use Academic mode for technical claims requiring peer-reviewed

validation
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