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GitHub Copilot
From Autocomplete to Pair Programmer
2026 CIO Edition · StevenSinger.org/ai

Vendor: GitHub / Microsoft Tier: Developer / Enterprise
Pricing: Individual $10/mo |
Business $19/user/mo |
Enterprise $39/user/mo

Context Window: Entire open
files + repo structure awareness

KEY CAPABILITIES

✦ Inline Suggestions: real-time code completion as you type ✦ Copilot Chat: ask about codebase, get refactor suggestions

✦ Repo Context: project-aware suggestions across all open files ✦ Security Scanning: flags risky patterns, suggests safe alternatives

✦ Team Standards: shared coding standards enforced via Copilot ✦ Suggestion acceptance rate >50% = high productivity signal

SHORTCUTS & COMMANDS

Shortcut / Command How To Use

Accept suggestion Tab to accept full suggestion

Accept word Ctrl+Right (Windows) / Cmd+Right (Mac) to accept one word

Dismiss suggestion Escape to dismiss current suggestion

Next suggestion Alt+] (Windows) / Option+] (Mac) to cycle suggestions

Open Copilot Chat Ctrl+Shift+I (VS Code) / Cmd+Shift+I (Mac)

Inline chat Ctrl+I (VS Code) for inline chat on selected code

Slash commands in chat /explain, /fix, /tests, /doc for structured requests

Workspace context @workspace in chat to include entire repo context

TOP USE CASES

Boilerplate generation: API routes, database models, test scaffoldingLegacy code documentation: explain 10-year-old code with no

commentsSecurity review: scan entire codebase for SQL injection, XSS patternsOnboarding acceleration: new developer asks about

architecture patternsMulti-language support: seamlessly switch between Python, TypeScript, GoDocumentation: auto-generate JSDoc,

README, API documentation

STANDARD CHECKLIST

■ Copilot installed and enabled in VS Code/JetBrains/etc. ■ Suggestion acceptance rate tracked (target >50%)

■ Copilot Chat used regularly (not just inline suggestions) ■ Security scan review integrated into PR process

■ Team standards configured in org settings ■ Test generation used for new functions this week

■ Refactoring: /explain then improve pattern practiced ■ Documentation: JSDoc generated for at least one module

PROMPT PATTERNS

Pattern Template / Example Best For

Explain code Select code → /explain → 'Explain this for a junior developer' Code documentation

Fix bug Select error → /fix → paste error message Debugging

Generate tests Select function → /tests → 'Include edge cases and error states' Test generation

Refactor Select code → /explain then 'Refactor to use async/await pattern' Code improvement

Architecture @workspace 'What patterns are used in this codebase for error handling?' Codebase analysis

Governance Notes: Enterprise tier: code suggestions not used to train model, IP indemnity included · Content exclusions: configure files/paths Copilot

cannot access in org settings · Audit logs: all Copilot usage logged in GitHub Enterprise audit log


