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GitHub Copilot — ADVANCED POWER USER
From Autocomplete to Pair Programmer · For CIOs, IT Leaders, and Enterprise Power Users
2026 Edition · StevenSinger.org/ai · The Gold Standard CIO Resource

Vendor: GitHub / Microsoft

Best For: Code completion, test

generation, code review,

documentation

Pricing: Individual $10/mo |

Business $19/user/mo | Enterprise

$39/user/mo

Context Window: Entire open files

+ repo structure awareness

■ ADVANCED POWER TIPS — CIO LEVEL

01. Acceptance rate >50% indicates well-structured code and clear intent — track in Copilot dashboard

02. @workspace context gives Copilot full repo awareness — use for architecture questions and cross-file refactoring

03. /tests with 'include edge cases, error states, and integration scenarios' generates production-quality test suites

04. Security scanning in Enterprise tier: automatic vulnerability detection on every PR — treat as mandatory gate

05. Copilot custom instructions (.github/copilot-instructions.md): define project conventions Copilot applies automatically

06. Team standards: configure shared Copilot policies in org settings — all developers get same guardrails

07. Documentation automation: 'Generate JSDoc for all exported functions in this file' — document entire modules in seconds

08. Knowledge bases (Enterprise): upload internal documentation, API specs — Copilot references your private knowledge

■ ALL SHORTCUTS & COMMANDS

Shortcut / Feature Exact Action or Command

Accept suggestion Tab to accept full suggestion

Accept word Ctrl+Right (Windows) / Cmd+Right (Mac) to accept one word

Dismiss suggestion Escape to dismiss current suggestion

Next suggestion Alt+] (Windows) / Option+] (Mac) to cycle suggestions

Open Copilot Chat Ctrl+Shift+I (VS Code) / Cmd+Shift+I (Mac)

Inline chat Ctrl+I (VS Code) for inline chat on selected code

Slash commands in chat /explain, /fix, /tests, /doc for structured requests

Workspace context @workspace in chat to include entire repo context

■ PROMPT ENGINEERING PATTERNS

Pattern Name Template / Exact Prompt Structure Optimal Use Case

Explain code Select code → /explain → 'Explain this for a junior developer' Code documentation

Fix bug Select error → /fix → paste error message Debugging

Generate tests Select function → /tests → 'Include edge cases and error states' Test generation

Refactor Select code → /explain then 'Refactor to use async/await pattern' Code improvement

Architecture @workspace 'What patterns are used in this codebase for error handling?' Codebase analysis

■ ADVANCED POWER USER CHECKLIST — COMPLETE ALL 10 = TOP 1%

■ 1. Acceptance rate consistently >50% across team ■ 2. @workspace used for all architecture and cross-file questions

■ 3. .github/copilot-instructions.md configured with project conventions ■ 4. Security scanning: automatic gate on all PRs, zero high-severity alerts

shipping

■ 5. Knowledge base: internal docs, API specs, architecture decisions

uploaded

■ 6. Test coverage: Copilot-generated tests integrated into CI pipeline

■ 7. Onboarding: Copilot is standard tool for all new developer orientation ■ 8. Team standards: shared Copilot policies enforced org-wide
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■ 9. Productivity metrics: time saved tracked quarterly ■ 10. Custom extensions: GitHub Copilot Extensions built for

domain-specific tasks

■ GOVERNANCE & COMPLIANCE FRAMEWORK

■ Enterprise tier: code suggestions not used to train model, IP indemnity

included

■ Content exclusions: configure files/paths Copilot cannot access in org

settings

■ Audit logs: all Copilot usage logged in GitHub Enterprise audit log ■ Duplication detection: filter suggestions matching public code (enabled by

default in Business/Enterprise)

■ PR review: always review Copilot-generated code — AI suggestions can

introduce subtle bugs
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