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Cursor
From IDE to AI Pair-Dev Environment
2026 CIO Edition · StevenSinger.org/ai

Vendor: Anysphere Tier: Developer
Pricing: Hobby (free) | Pro
$20/mo | Business $40/user/mo

Context Window: Entire
codebase via @codebase;
individual files up to 200K

KEY CAPABILITIES

✦ Project-Aware Chat: deep understanding of entire codebase ✦ Multi-File Edits: simultaneous cross-project refactoring

✦ Test Generation: auto-create unit and integration tests ✦ Code Review: real-time bug and anti-pattern detection

✦ IDE Integration: VS Code-compatible, all extensions work ✦ Custom models: bring your own OpenAI/Claude/Gemini API key

SHORTCUTS & COMMANDS

Shortcut / Command How To Use

Open AI Chat Ctrl+L (Windows) / Cmd+L (Mac)

Inline edit (Ctrl+K) Ctrl+K on selected code for targeted AI edits

Accept diff Ctrl+Y to accept AI-suggested changes

Reject diff Ctrl+N to reject and try again

@codebase Type @codebase in chat for full project context search

@file reference Type @filename to reference specific file in chat

Composer mode Ctrl+Shift+I for multi-file editing mode

Terminal AI Ctrl+K in terminal for AI-assisted command suggestions

TOP USE CASES

Legacy codebase modernization: understand then refactor 100K+ line projectsNew feature development following existing architectural

patternsSecurity audit: ask Cursor to find all unvalidated user inputsAPI integration: understand existing patterns then build new integrations

consistentlyDatabase migration: schema changes propagated across all affected filesCode review: paste PR diff, ask for security and quality

analysis

STANDARD CHECKLIST

■ Cursor installed and VS Code extensions migrated ■ @codebase used for at least one architectural question

■ Ctrl+K inline edit mastered for targeted changes ■ Composer mode used for one multi-file refactoring

■ .cursorrules file created with project conventions ■ Test generation used for new feature

■ Terminal AI (Ctrl+K) used for command assistance ■ Custom API key configured (if using own model access)

PROMPT PATTERNS

Pattern Template / Example Best For

Multi-file refactor 'Rename all instances of UserService to AuthService across entire project' Large-scale refactoring

Bug fix 'This function fails when [condition]. @file Fix without breaking existing tests' Targeted debugging

Architecture review '@codebase What patterns are inconsistent with our auth module?' Code quality

Feature build
'Build a REST endpoint for user profile updates following our existing pattern in
@UserController'

Feature development

Test suite
'Generate comprehensive tests for @PaymentService including error states and edge
cases'

Testing

Governance Notes: Privacy mode: disable code indexing to prevent sending code to Cursor servers · Business tier: SOC 2 Type II, code not used for

training, admin controls · Self-hosted option: deploy Cursor with your own model API keys for complete data control


