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Cursor — ADVANCED POWER USER
From IDE to AI Pair-Dev Environment · For CIOs, IT Leaders, and Enterprise Power Users
2026 Edition · StevenSinger.org/ai · The Gold Standard CIO Resource

Vendor: Anysphere

Best For: Multi-file AI editing,

codebase understanding, pair

programming

Pricing: Hobby (free) | Pro $20/mo |

Business $40/user/mo

Context Window: Entire codebase

via @codebase; individual files up to

200K

■ ADVANCED POWER TIPS — CIO LEVEL

01. @codebase is Cursor's superpower: it indexes your entire project so Claude/GPT can understand the full context before suggesting changes

02. Composer mode (Ctrl+Shift+I): multi-file editing where Cursor plans all changes before executing — review the plan before accepting

03. Rules for AI (.cursorrules file): define project-specific coding standards, Cursor applies them to every suggestion automatically

04. Custom model: use your own Claude API key to access Claude Opus for complex architecture work while using Cursor's interface

05. Terminal AI (Ctrl+K in terminal): 'What command do I need to roll back the last migration in PostgreSQL?' — instant shell expertise

06. Notepads: persistent context snippets (API specs, coding standards) that Cursor references across all sessions

07. Shadow workspace: Cursor tests changes in background before showing diff — reduces broken-code suggestions significantly

08. Team shared rules: commit .cursorrules to git so all developers get same AI behavior constraints automatically

■ ALL SHORTCUTS & COMMANDS

Shortcut / Feature Exact Action or Command

Open AI Chat Ctrl+L (Windows) / Cmd+L (Mac)

Inline edit (Ctrl+K) Ctrl+K on selected code for targeted AI edits

Accept diff Ctrl+Y to accept AI-suggested changes

Reject diff Ctrl+N to reject and try again

@codebase Type @codebase in chat for full project context search

@file reference Type @filename to reference specific file in chat

Composer mode Ctrl+Shift+I for multi-file editing mode

Terminal AI Ctrl+K in terminal for AI-assisted command suggestions

■ PROMPT ENGINEERING PATTERNS

Pattern Name Template / Exact Prompt Structure Optimal Use Case

Multi-file refactor 'Rename all instances of UserService to AuthService across entire project' Large-scale refactoring

Bug fix 'This function fails when [condition]. @file Fix without breaking existing tests' Targeted debugging

Architecture review '@codebase What patterns are inconsistent with our auth module?' Code quality

Feature build 'Build a REST endpoint for user profile updates following our existing pattern in

@UserController'
Feature development

Test suite 'Generate comprehensive tests for @PaymentService including error states and edge

cases'
Testing

■ ADVANCED POWER USER CHECKLIST — COMPLETE ALL 10 = TOP 1%

■ 1. .cursorrules: comprehensive coding standards, forbidden patterns,

architecture rules committed to repo

■ 2. @codebase queries standard for all architecture and refactoring

decisions

■ 3. Composer mode: multi-file refactoring reviewed and planned before

execution

■ 4. Notepads: API specs, architecture decisions, coding standards

persisted

■ 5. Shadow workspace: enabled for all code generation tasks ■ 6. Team: .cursorrules committed to git for consistent AI behavior
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■ 7. Privacy mode evaluated and configured for sensitive projects ■ 8. Custom model: Claude Opus configured for complex architecture work

■ 9. Terminal AI: integrated into daily workflow for command generation ■ 10. Code review pipeline: Cursor analysis integrated into PR review

process

■ GOVERNANCE & COMPLIANCE FRAMEWORK

■ Privacy mode: disable code indexing to prevent sending code to Cursor

servers

■ Business tier: SOC 2 Type II, code not used for training, admin controls

■ Self-hosted option: deploy Cursor with your own model API keys for

complete data control

■ Review all AI-generated diffs before accepting — treat Composer output

as a junior developer's PR

■ Sensitive files: add to .cursorignore to exclude from AI context (same

syntax as .gitignore)
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